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INSIGHT

end to hostilities

ROB INGRAM AND THE ANTI CHARDONNAY
FORCES CAPITULATE TO SPECTACULAR
NEW WINES FROM NSW'S COWRA REGION.

IT'S WITH A SENSE ofinevitability that I record the
passing of the ABC Movement. Once it united a group of
wine scribes who proclimed ‘Anything But Chardonnay’
i1 a mission to break its stranglehold on white wine
consumption. They wanted to promote the appeal of other
varieties in the hope of knocking the chardonnay off its
perpetual perch and creating more drinking diversity.

Sauvignon blanc has increased in popularity and pinot
gris, pinot grigio and viognier have gained a degree of
rrendiness, but chardonnay has elearly brushed off the
challenige, and is even beginming to win back the respect
of the ABC reactionaries;

More interesting 15 the fact that many of the better
performers are coming out of left field as opposed o
the more fashionable regions. The cooler regions of
Western Australia, the Adelaide Hills, McLaren Vale
and Padthaway, Victoria’s Yarra Valley and the Hunter
Valley of NSW have been the hor spots for chardonnay,
But now Cowra has forced its way back into the spotlight
with a notable double success by its Mulyan producer ar
the 2008 Sydney International Wine Competition.

The Sydney International event is the most relevant
of all Auseralian wine awards because entries are judged
alongside complementary food, Wine's role in enhancing
the dining experience s really what wine competition
should be all about, and this event scuttles those
outrageous show pony wines contrived to make massive
impact on judges’ palates before spiralling into abscurity.
And, of course, the food ¢lement stops the judges from
falling about as they ponder the merits of 800 wines.

Cowra has always produced distinetive chardonnays
and it was really only a matter of time before one emerged
from the pack to gain prominence. Mulyan Wines has
done that with a knockout performance that won it dual
blue-gold medals at the 2008 évent. (Blue-geld medals
are awarded to the best of the entries with a conspicuous
compatibility with food.)

The Cowra producer won the coveted awards wich
both its current release chardonnays — the 2006 Mulyan
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Block 7 Cowra Chardonnay and the 2006 Mulyan
Cowra Chardonnay. These two show stoppers retail for

25 and 820, about a third the price of a comparable
French chardonnay. And while Cowra is now producing
top mainseream and alternative variery reds, the Mulyan
success underscores the fact chac it is a world-class producer
of chardonnays. In the UK market, Cowra chardonnay
is regarded as a benchmark and commands the same status
as Alsace riesling and New Zealand sauvignon blanc.

The Fagan family has a long association with the Cowra
district, holding the beautiful Mulyan property since
1886, Peter Fagan says particular attention has been paid
to vinevard practice in the past few years, and the resulrs
are beginning to show through. A 2006 Mulyan Cowra
Viegniet has also ateracted show suceess and winemaker
Drew Tuckwell has produced interesting blends of shiraz
viognier and chardonnay viognier,

There are now around 40 wine producers in the Cowra
district, and educated palates believe the Mulyan success
is the beginning of a new Cowra Breakout, =
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